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THE BUTTERFLY CLUB
For children with severe, complex and profound learning disabilities


NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER 2011
SUMMER 2011 CLUB - SUMMARY
A total of 27 children and young people attended the summer 2011 club.  The children and young people all had a fantastic time and there was a wide variety of activities provided such as Linn Park, Dean Castle, Fun House Greenock, Ayr Beach Park, Ten Pin Bowling, Ferry to Millport, local parks eg,  Eglinton and  Ardeer , horse riding and a day at Heads of Ayr Farm Park.  
Photo diaries were sent home to parents/carers and parent & staff evaluations forms were sent out…. a big thank you to all who completed them.  These showed that all the children benefitted from attending the holiday club and the parents/carers & siblings also benefitted from the respite provided.  
We provided employment to over 16 people and had three volunteers who benefitted from the work experience and in turn generated additional income to the local community & economy.
The total cost of summer 2011 holiday club was £16,291.20 though we are still waiting on the invoice coming from North Ayrshire Council for school summer  let, which is £1312 and will take the total cost to £17,603.20.
LOOKING FORWARD…….
We are aiming to extend the holiday club for 2012 to 6 weeks and go back to the children getting 3 days one week and 2 days the following week alternately.  We also aim to provide transport to and from the venue.

This however, is dependant on funding and indicative budgets show that we need approx £65-70,000 to achieve this.  We currently have approximately £17,500 of this funding accounted for and we are looking to raise £50,000 for summer 2012.
The committee are also looking at different service providers eg,  Aberlour (current South Ayrshire providers) Quarriers, Enable etc  to ensure we have the best people possible running the holiday club for our children.
FUNDRAISING

We are applying to BBC Children in Need for a large grant but the competition for funding is extremely fierce and we won’t know till February 2012 the outcome of our application.  We will also apply to different funders for smaller grants and hope we get some of those too!

Meantime, the committee is planning to hold several fundraising events next year like the fundraising night we had in May this year which was a great success.   

COLLECTION TINS

Over the summer holidays our collection tins grand total has reached £1815.40, a big thank you for your continued support!!
THINGS YOU CAN DO TO HELP.....
RBS COMMUNITY FORCE – if you haven’t already voted for us, please go to http://communityforce.rbs.co.uk/project/527 and register and then vote. The top 3 projects get an award of £6000. Every vote counts, please get your family and friends to vote too!!  Voting closes on 23rd October 2011.

DONATIONS – We have a MyDonate BT funding page where people can donate money online or do a fundraising event with us as the nominated charity, the link is https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/thebutterflyclub
The Bradley family did a family bungee jump and raised £882.48 through our MyDonate BT page!!  The Twigg family also did a Great Glen Way walk over the summer and raised £153.28, also through MyDonate.

We received a cheque for £1000 from Caledonia Paper Mill employee fund.  We were also awarded a community grant from Tesco for £1000. West Kilbide PS held a fun day and raised £784.20.  Smithkline Beechams donated £250, Largs Rotary donated £200, Stanley Primary School donated £300, St Peter’s School donated £152.75.  We received a whopping £1911 from James Frew & Sons.  We also received £150 from North Ayrshire Staff Association and £100 from Kilbirnie Comm Football Club.  

John Mullen did a series of 10k runs and raised £142.50.  We also received £250 from the Rivergate Action Fund.

We can’t thank you all enough for your dedication to The Butterfly Club and all our very special children!!! 

We also registered with JustTextGiving just text BFLY07 £2/£5/£10 to 70070, eg BFLY07 £5

Anyone with any fundraising ideas, wants to participate in sponsor events, arrange a fundraiser or knows of any funding opportunities through business/employers etc please get in touch and contact Michelle on 07858 955364, email us :-the_butterflyclub@yahoo.co.uk or contact us on the Facebook page.

Emma Morgan is trying to get Sally Buxton for a night or two, though difficult to get her, she is friends with her daughter and will manage it to arrange it eventually, so keep watching this space for details in the near future.

We are also looking for volunteers to go on a sponsored Ben Nevis climb, please check out the Facebook page for more information or contact Michelle on 07858 955364.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY…  We are holding an AGM meeting on Friday 4th November at Springvale Resource Centre in Saltcoats at 10:30am (Greenwood Teacher Ctr is closed for refurb).  Invitations will be sent out via school bags after October holidays.

Registered Charity No: SC041939

www.butterflyclub.org
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